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Dear Clients, 

With the demands of the holiday season upon us, it’s easy to lose sight of what matters most. But because the 
kickoff to this extremely busy season begins with Thanksgiving, we are reminded to slow down and pay 
attention to all we have to be thankful for—our families and friends, our health, and for work that is immensely 
satisfying, and provides the opportunity to engage with people who enrich our lives. We are grateful for our 
colleagues and especially for you—each and every one of our valued clients. The relationships we share with 
you and your families will never be taken for granted. 

The days pass so quickly we are surprised to realize that the end of the year is just around the corner. 
Technology moves everything at hyper speed. We are inundated with communications from friends, news 
outlets, advertisers and employers—it’s coming from everywhere. It’s a challenge to unplug. But it’s important 
to take time to reflect, to appreciate our blessings, and to allow ourselves a moment to be gratified by 
what we’ve accomplished together. It’s been an 
excellent year—and wouldn’t have been possible 
without you. We are committed every day to earning 
the trust and confidence you have placed in us.

During this season of gratitude, we want you to know 
how very grateful we are for your belief in us, and 
for allowing us the privilege of being part of your lives. 
Everyone on the team joins in wishing you a warm, 
wonderful holiday spent with family and friends. 

In the past, you’ve heard from us in the form of musings to highlight team updates or relevant topics. In 
addition to our periodic musings, we determined an annual newsletter would be a great way to share team 
information. We’d love to hear your feedback! We hope you enjoy our first edition.



YEAR END PLANNING
As the year comes to a close, we are working diligently to ensure all tax planning items have been properly
assessed and that we are taking advantage of any potential tax-saving opportunities. Tax planning is truly
a year-round endeavor as we are consistently reviewing your unique goals and situations throughout the
year to make sure we are doing things in the most tax advantageous manner; however, there may be items
we would still like to address prior to the end of the calendar year. These items could include any of the
following:

6 CYBER SECURITY TIPS DURING TAX TIME
1. Identify Phishing emails

2. Beware of email that appears to be from the IRS or any
State’s Department of Revenue requesting to provide tax-
related information on investments or inheritance.

3. On the phone, be sure to confirm the credentials of someone
claiming to be from the IRS.

4. If you receive a letter, notice or form via postal mail or fax
claiming to be from the IRS, verify the number online.

5. When visiting the IRS.gov website type in the address directly
into your browser vs. searching for the site in general terms.

6. Text messages that look like they are from the IRS are
probably a scam.

• Charitable Gifting

• 529 Education Account Contributions

• Family Gifting

• Tax Loss Harvesting

• Roth IRA Conversions

• Maximizing Retirement Account Contributions

• Reviewing Tax Withholdings

• Required Minimum Distributions

If there are any opportunities we believe would be beneficial for you and your family, we will contact you in
the coming weeks. As always, we will also communicate any relevant information with your accountant.

Please visit monetagroup.com/news where you can find the full article as well as our other blogs. Other topics include:
“Investment Report: Are Equities Cheap?” and “Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) Can Help Ease Medical Expense Payments.”



Harper Grace – Derek, his wife Molly 
and their son Micah welcomed their little 
girl into the world on March 13th!

TEAM UPDATES

Brad Wilson
Brad joined the team in April. He relocated from Baton 
Rouge, LA., with his girlfriend Elizabeth, where he lived and 
worked as a private banker for a large national bank. While 
originally from St. Louis, he attended college at Westminster 
College. 

Cierra Powers 
Cierra joined the team in July. Most recently, she was working 
for another registered investment advisory firm in St. Louis. She 
attended the University of Missouri, St. Louis and is currently 
earning her M.B.A at Lindenwood University. 

Max Novak
Max is the newest member of our team. He joined us at the 
beginning of November after relocating from Denver, where 
he worked at a financial services company. He is originally 
from Southern Illinois and attended Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale. 

Welcome to the Team:

Pierce – Matt and his wife Stacy 
welcomed their son Pierce on April 30th!

MONETA IN THE NEWS

Our Denver office is officially opened! The ribbon cutting 
event took place on October 2 in Cherry Creek, Colorado. 

Thanks to all our clients, Moneta was again 
ranked by Barron’s among the nation’s top 5 
independent registered investment advisory firms!



WHAT ARE WE READING?
Matt: The Billion Dollar Whale: The Man Who Fooled Wall Street, Hollywood and the World – By: 
Bradley Hope and Tom Wright 

It’s hard to imagine such a large-scale fraud can be perpetrated in this day and age when so many 
reputable organizations with robust controls are involved. The Billion Dollar Whale, tells the true story of a 
businessman who siphoned off $5 billion dollars from a Malaysian Sovereign Wealth Fund, 1Malaysia 
Development Berhand (1MDB). The money was used to fund his extravagant lifestyle and to pay his cronies. 

WHAT ARE WE LISTENING TO?
Eloise: Serial – Host: Sarah Koenig; Developed by: This American Life

Three seasons, three completely different stories. Sarah takes investigative journalism to places the podcast 
world hasn’t seen before. We know you’ll be debating the conclusions with colleagues and partners.  

Eric: How I Built This – Host: Guy Raz; Developed by: NPR

Guy tells the origination story of many companies we’ve grown to know and love through candid 
interviews with founders. He has a canny ability to uncover the struggles many companies experience 
at early junctures of their lifecycle. There are certainly a number of traits successful founders have in 
common, but also a number of outside factors that determine whether or not a company makes it. 
Southwest Airlines, Warby Parker, and Mark Cuban are just a few of the founders, and stories he tells. 

Katie and Cierra: Originals: How Non-Conformists Move the World – By: Adam Grant

We're guessing you've had a great idea that was shut down by stuffy traditions that haven't changed in 
decades. So when innovators find a way to break through, you should probably find out what they learned.
In his most recent book, Wharton professor Adam Grant spotlights the nonconformists who challenged the 
status quo and walked away the winner, from Babble to the creators of The Incredibles and Seinfeld. 

WHAT ARE WE WATCHING?
Teresa: Designated Survivor – Network: Netflix, ABC

Kiefer Sutherland stars as Tom Kirkman, a lower-level cabinet member who is suddenly appointed 
President of the United States after a catastrophic attack on the US Capitol during the State of the 
Union. Kirkman struggles to keep the country and his own family from falling apart, while navigating 
the highly-volatile political arena and while leading the search to find who is responsible for the attack.

Alison: This is Us – Network: ABC

Chronicles the lives of a unique set of triplets, their struggles, and their wonderful parents.

Please share your suggestions with us! We’re always looking for great content!
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One of the greatest joys of our business is meeting new people and learning about their unique 
situations. Please know we are always open to “no expectations” conversations with prospective 

clients and will always be respectful in all communications and encounters with friends, family and 
colleagues of yours. We appreciate your continued trust and confidence in our team. 

MATTHEW ERKER
CFP®, CPA
Advisor


